
COMMENTARY: Owners often complain of plant-eating behavior in their dogs. While the behavior may often simply be a manifestation of
curiosity, long-term consumption of large amounts of plant matter may be problematic if it has been chemically treated. Numerous theories
have been put forward to explain this behavior, such as self-medication for gastrointestinal distress, taste preference, instinct passed on by wolf

ancestry, and supplementation of a deficient diet. None has yet been scientifically proven.This case was interesting because the behavior had
occurred for a long time and the medical workup was quite extensive, but after all of that the dog responded extremely quickly to a simple
dietary change. A short, high-fiber diet trial may be worth trying in pets with a history of plant eating before a great deal of advanced, time-
consuming, and costly diagnostics are conducted.
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